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Funny Features Overview

Glasgow Film Festival’s Funny Features is an innovative UK-wide talent lab for producers, writers and writer/directors developing their first or second comedy feature.
Funny Features is delivered by Glasgow Film Festival, supported by the BFI Creative Challenge Fund awarding National Lottery Funding. 
Over the course of six months, selected creative teams will take part in an intensive programme combining script and story sessions and consultancy, tailored workshops on finance and film packaging, one-to-one mentorship, and dedicated pitching sessions. This rare opportunity offers comedy projects the chance to grow within a supportive and practical development environment, with access to both peer-to-peer exchange and professional feedback. The programme will culminate at Glasgow Film Festival 2026, where teams will present their projects live to a panel of leading industry experts.
Teams will leave Funny Features with extensive knowledge of the film finance landscape, heightened confidence in navigating the marketplace, a clearer understanding of their market placement, and a widened network of decision makers. They will have a film finance plan, a polished draft of their script, and a project ready to enter the international marketplace to begin securing financing. 
Funny Features is the only UK talent development lab that provides talent with a rare opportunity to develop their comedy features to a point where they are ready to secure finance. This targeted development and training will increase the chances of independent UK comedies reaching the big screen for audiences to enjoy nationally and internationally and empower filmmakers to navigate the global film market.
Funny Features supports projects, that once made, must be capable of being certified as British through any of the following:
· the applicable Cultural Test for Film, Animation or Video Games
· one of the UK’s official bi-lateral co-production treaties
· the European Convention on co-production
You can read more information on British certification on the BFI website.

If your application is successful, you will be asked to attend our 'Intensive Weekend’ Saturday 15 Sunday 16 November 2025 in Glasgow and you will also be expected to attend the Funny Features Live Pitch which will take place between Tuesday 3 to Friday 5 March 2026. Please advise at the end of your application if you are available across these dates. We have finance available to cover travel and accommodation for those based further afield.
To get a better sense of commitments and expectations of this scheme, please review the Funny Features timeline below. All dates are currently subject to change. 
Funny Features Timeline 

Intensive Weekend
Please note, the sessions across the below weekend will take place in-person in Glasgow.
· November 15 and 16

Script & Story Consultations
Script and Story Consultations will take place across the below weeks; exact dates and times are to be confirmed. These sessions will take place remotely and will last approximately one hour per project.
· Week of November 24
· Week of December 15
· Week of February 16
· Week of March 23

Finance Sessions
Finance Sessions will take place across the below weeks; exact dates and times are to be confirmed. These sessions will take place remotely and will last approximately two hours, with a maximum of two workshops per week.
· Week of December 8
· Week of December 15
· Week of January 19
· Week of January 26

Introduction Pitching Session
This session will take place remotely and will last approximately one hour.
· Week of February 16

Funny Features Live Pitch
The Live Pitch and its preceding two-day workshop will take place in-person in Glasgow.
· March 3 to March 4, 2026: Pitching Workshops
· March 5, 2026 - Funny Features Live Pitch at Glasgow Film Festival’s Industry Focus

Outside of the in-person events, we aim to hold no more than two sessions or consultancies per week. 

Applications close on Tuesday 7 October at 12 noon.  

Headline Partner for 2025/26 - Curzon CM Development Fund
We’re thrilled to welcome Curzon CM Development Fund as this year’s Headline Partner for Funny Features. Their partnership brings invaluable industry expertise to the programme, offering participants unique insight and guidance that will shape every project.
From the initial project selection right through to the live pitch, Curzon CM Development Fund will play a central role in supporting the lab.
At the conclusion of the programme, one project will be specially selected by Curzon CM Development Fund to meet with their team in London and explore the project’s future potential. Funny Features will provide financial support to ensure the chosen creative team can attend this meeting.
Application Criteria
Funny Features is open to producers, writers and writer/directors who are developing a comedy project that is their first or second scripted feature. To be eligible for Funny Features, you must apply as a creative team, which includes a producer and writer (or writer/director). You can apply if you already have a director attached, but they cannot participate in the lab sessions. We cannot accept applications from individuals.

Applicants must also meet the below criteria:
· The project genre must be a comedy. This includes sub-genres such as Romantic Comedy, Drama Comedy and Horror Comedy. Comedy must be central to the overall theme of the project. 
· The project must be the producer or writer’s (or writer/directors) first or second feature
· The project must have a completed first draft script 
· The project team must comprise of a producer and writer (writer/director is also eligible)
· The maximum number of producers attached to the project for participation is two
· The maximum number of writers (or writer/directors) attached to the project for participation is two
· Producer(s) or Writer(s) must match one of the below minimum experience criteria:
· Made at least three short films, two of which must have been commissioned
· Made at least two short films (one commissioned) and have one TV Credit as a writer or producer
· Have at least two TV credits as a writer or producer
· If from a theatre or live comedy background, you must have written or produced three plays or long-form live comedy shows that were performed publicly, at least one of which must have been a ‘professional production’. Professional production in this instance is defined as a paid run of 3 weeks or more (for example, a run at the Edinburgh Fringe where audiences paid for tickets would be eligible). 

Only one member of the team needs to meet these minimum requirements. For example, if the producer meets these requirements but the writer does not, you are still eligible to apply. 

If you are a writer with a project but no producer, or a producer seeking a project, we encourage you to join our Discord community. This space is designed to connect writers and producers, foster collaboration, and support potential new teams for Funny Features applications. Our hope is that this channel offers a platform to meet like-minded creatives and explore possible partnerships, however please note, we cannot guarantee you will find a collaborator here. You can join via the link below, where you’ll also find our community guidelines. Please make sure to read these guidelines before using the group.

Follow this link to the Discord - https://discord.gg/p3FqZpGWEs

Funny Features actively encourages applications from talent based in Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales and Northern England and those who are from underrepresented groups, including but not limited to, those from the global majority, LGBTQIA+ people, disabled people, those who identify as a gender minority, and those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds.  Please note, all members of the creative team applying must be based in the UK. 

Applications to Funny Features must be submitted via the application form – https://funnyfeatures.paperform.co/ 


Application Process

Applications for Funny Features will open on Wednesday 10 September at 12 noon and will close on Tuesday 7 October at 12 noon.  

Applications must be submitted via the application form here – https://funnyfeatures.paperform.co/ 

We will be hosting Online Information Sessions for interested applicants on Wednesday 24 September and Tuesday 30 September. These sessions will go through application requirements, the lab programme, and there will be opportunities for prospective applicants to ask questions. It is free to join these sessions, and we encourage you to attend if you have any queries about the scheme or the application process. Please see below for information on timings and links to sign-up.

Information Session 1
Wednesday, 24 September 2025, 12pm – 1pm
You can sign up to the Info Session and find out further details here

Information Session 2
Tuesday, 30 September, 12pm – 1pm
You can sign up to the Info Session and find out further details here

To apply for Funny Features, you must provide the following:
· Draft of the feature film script
· One-pager of the feature film idea
· Personal statement
· Names, biographies and CVs of creative team members
· Examples of previous work
· Declaration of any finance/funding already secured/Letters of Interest

Applications will be reviewed by a panel of industry experts. They will be scored primarily on project quality, originality, and comedic value. The panel will also consider the project’s potential for securing financing in the current market, the strengths of the creative team, and the team’s ability to deliver a final product ready for theatrical distribution.
 
The Glasgow Film Festival team are available to assist if you need support in making your application, for instance if you have any learning difficulties, require submitting your application in another format (such as video or audio), or if English is not your first language. If you have any access requirements, please contact Industry@GlasgowFilm.org, or check out the bottom of this pack for further contact information. 

FAQS

Q: Who is Funny Features for?
A: Funny Features is open to producers, writers and writer/directors who are developing their first or second feature which is a comedy. The scheme is only for producers and writers (or writer/directors), and they must apply as a creative team. Directors can be attached to prospective projects, but they will not be able to participate in the sessions.

We encourage applications from people who are from underrepresented groups, including but not limited to, those from the global majority, LGBTQIA+ people, disabled people, those who identify as a gender minority and/or those from economically disadvantaged backgrounds. We also encourage applications from across Scotland, Northern Ireland, Wales and Northern England. Funny Features is only open to teams based in the UK. 

Q: What level of filmmaking skills and experience do I need to have to apply for Funny Features?
A: One of the producer(s) or writer(s) must match one of the below minimum experience criteria: 
· Made at least three short films, two of which must have been commissioned 
· Made at least two short films (one commissioned) and have one TV Credit as a writer or producer 
· Have at least two TV credits as a writer or producer
· If from a theatre background, you must have written or produced three plays that were performed publicly, and one of which must have been a ‘professional production’. Professional production in this instance is defined as a run of 3 weeks or more (for example, a run at the Edinburgh Fringe would be eligible)   
Films made with funding from a university course or talent development scheme are eligible as commissioned shorts.

Q: Which benefits will I gain from Funny Features?
A: If you are successful in your application, teams will leave Funny Features with:
· Extensive knowledge of the film finance landscape
· Heightened confidence in navigating the marketplace
· Clearer understanding of market placement
· Widened network of decision-makers
· A film finance plan
· A polished draft of their script
· A project ready to enter the international marketplace to being securing financing

Q: Can I request a specific mentor when I apply or if I am successful in my application?
A: No - we will assign a mentor to you based on our assessment of your application and project needs.

Q: What happens after I’ve submitted my application?
A: Applications will be reviewed by a panel of industry experts. Applications will be scored primarily on project quality and originality. The panel will also consider the project’s probability of securing financing in the current market, the strengths of the creative team and their potential to be able to deliver a final product ready for theatrical distribution. 
We aim to confirm successful projects and will communicate decisions to applicants by the end of October 2025.

Q: Will sessions take place in-person or remotely? 
A: Sessions will take place remotely apart from the introductory weekend and the final pitching workshop and Live Pitch. 

Q: Will I be reimbursed for any costs accrued while taking part in the lab? 
A: We will be able to cover the cost of travel and accommodation associated with any in-person requirements from the lab.

Q: Which other access measures are available to support people taking part in the mentorship?
A: We will do our utmost to support all reasonable access requirements, including but not limited to: childcare, BSL interpretation, live-captioning, and note-taking.

Q: Will I be paid to take part in Funny Features?
A: Yes, writers and producers participating on the Funny Features scheme will be paid a fee for every workshop they attend.

Q: We're a team with two writers, can we apply?
A: Yes, you may apply as long as the project also has a producer or producers attached.

Q: I’m a first-time feature writer or writer/director working with a producer who has already made a feature, can we apply?
A:Yes, you may apply if you’re working with a more experienced producer who meets the minimum application criteria.

Q: My experience is in documentary and not scripted, can I still apply?
A: Yes. We encourage talent with experience in other mediums to apply, though you must be applying with a scripted comedy project.

Q: Our producer is based in Scotland, but our writer is based in Wales. Can we still apply
A: Yes. Creative team members do not all need to be based in the same location, however everyone in the team must be based in the UK.

Q: I am a writer with a first draft of a comedy feature, but I don’t have a producer attached. Can I still apply?
A: No. You must have a producer attached to apply. We would encourage you to reach out to producers you have worked with in the past, or to do a call out on social media to find a producer to collaborate with. We have also created a Discord to facilitate introductions between writers and producers. This Discord is free to join, and we would advise giving a brief introduction of who you are, whether you are looking for a producer or writer, and whether you meet the minimum criteria to apply. We would also encourage you to reach out to your local film network or hub to see if they can help you connect with a producer. 

Q: What should I include in my personal statement?
A: This is an opportunity to tell us more about your creative team, your project and why we should support you in developing your project. This should ideally be written by the lead applicant (i.e. the producer). 

Be clear in your application about your motivations as a team and what you wish to gain specifically from the mentoring and masterclasses. You may wish to include why you think your project has market potential, how it fits into the wider comedy landscape, or how it subverts comedy tropes and genres. We want to see commercially ambitious work that appeals to contemporary audiences.  

Q: How many applications can I submit?
A: Writers can only be attached to one submitted project. Producers may be attached to more than one submitted project but personal statements for each application must be unique to the individual project. 

If you have any questions that haven't been answered, please feel free to get in touch to ask! You can find our contact emails at the bottom of this pack.


About Glasgow Film Festival

Glasgow Film Festival is one of the leading film festivals in the UK and Scotland's flagship event for film. The Festival is run by Glasgow Film, a charity which also runs Glasgow Film Theatre and made possible by support from Screen Scotland, Glasgow Life and Event Scotland.  

Since 2005, Glasgow Film Festival's expertly curated, international, audience-friendly programme - including feature film premieres; community and youth led activities and commitment to supporting new talent - has firmly established the cultural event as fun, friendly and unmissable. Glasgow Film Festival has nurtured a dedicated and diverse audience, and a reputation as a key launchpad for films and filmmakers.     

About the BFI

Funny Features is delivered by Glasgow Film Festival through the BFI Creative Challenge Fund, made possible with National Lottery Funding.

The BFI is a cultural charity, a National Lottery distributor, and the UK's lead organisation for film and the moving image.   

Our mission is:
· To support creativity and actively seek out the next generation of UK storytellers 
· To grow and care for the BFI National Archive, the world's largest film and television archive 
· To offer the widest range of UK and international moving image culture through our programmes and festivals - delivered online and in venue 
· To use our knowledge to educate and deepen public appreciation and understanding 
· To work with Government and industry to ensure the continued growth of the UK's screen industries

Founded in 1933, the BFI is a registered charity governed by Royal Charter.  The BFI Board of Governors is chaired by Jay Hunt.

BFI National Lottery Creative Challenge Fund

Over three years from 2023 to 2026, the BFI National Lottery Creative Challenge Fund, which is run by the BFI’s Filmmaking Fund using by National Lottery funding, will focus on five different ‘challenges’ which collectively are expected to support around 24 separate development programmes or labs and they in turn will support many more projects and filmmakers. The first challenge addressed by this round of funding seeks to address the comparative lack of genre projects coming through to public funders which is contributing to a lack of genre diversity in UK independent projects that come into the international and domestic commercial marketplace. 

The new fund has been structured to decentralise project development and support the wider ecosystem in which emerging UK filmmakers can develop new projects. It is complementary to longstanding feature development support provided through the BFI Filmmaking Fund, enabling more filmmakers to develop their own creative practice.
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About Curzon CM Development Fund 
 
Created by leading independent film distributors Curzon (UK), Cinéart (Benelux) and Madman Entertainment (Australia) the £1.2 million film development fund is run out of Curzon’s London office and led by the head of development Kristian Brodie. 
 
The fund focuses on the director-led, critically acclaimed films that the three companies are renowned for. The founding partners bring a wealth of distribution and exhibition knowledge, trusted relationships with financiers and sales agents, and connections with some of the world’s most talented filmmakers.
 
Each founding partner has a first look license on local distribution rights on each project financed through the fund. The deal will also provide the opportunity for the three companies to coordinate the release and finance projects globally.
 
Since its foundation in February 2020, the fund has supported the development of twelve feature film projects, including Edward Berger's THE BALLAD OF A SMALL PLAYER, Jonatan Etzler's BAD APPLES and Eva Weber's documentary MERKEL. 












Contact Us

Balenji Mwiche, Industry Project Officer (Primary contact for Funny Features) – Balenji.Mwiche@GlasgowFilm.org 

Tess Carruthers, Talent Development Coordinator (Primary contact for all GFF Talent Development Activity) – Tess.Carruthers@GlasgowFilm.org

Samantha Bennett, Industry Manager – Samantha.Bennett@GlasgowFilm.org 

For general Glasgow Film Festival Industry Enquiries, please contact Industry@GlasgowFilm.org 

For more information about Glasgow Film and Glasgow Film Festival, please visit our website: https://www.glasgowfilm.org/about-us 
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Glasgow Film Theatre (GFT)is registered in Scotland No. SC097369 with its registered office at 12 Rose Street, Glasgow G3 6RB. GFT is a company limited by
guarantee and is registered as a charity (No. SC005932) with the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator.




